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in the course of which the Treaty of Blois was
ratified, and on the 2Oth of June they started on
their way back to England.

Young Sidney did not, of course, return with
them. He stayed on in Paris for nearly three
months, and on the gth of August the King, " desir-
ing well and favourably to treat him on account of
the good and commendable knowledge which was
in him," bestowed on him the title of Baron, and
appointed him by a formal document to be a Gentle-
man-in-Ordinary of the Royal Bedchamber. Hence
we may infer that he was more or less in residence
at Court, though he appears to have lived generally
with Walsingham, his firm friend henceforth through
life, and eleven years later his father-in-law.

Walsingham's age was now six and thirty. Edu-
cated at Cambridge, and a Protestant by conviction,
he had lived abroad throughout Queen Mary's
reign, using the time well in studying the lan-
guages and institutions of the countries of Western
Europe. On Elizabeth's accession he had returned
to England, and in 1561 he had entered the service
of the Crown. Since August, 1570, he had been
ambassador in Paris, and his courtly bearing, his
extensive learning, and his sound practical wisdom
must have made his society very welcome to the
young traveller confided to his care.

Of other society, which may have been yet
more welcome to him, Philip Sidney saw plenty at
this time. In Paris there was just now one blaze of
enjoyment. The old strife between Catholics and
Huguenots seemed to have ceased, and everywhere